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Welcome to God’s House  
 
The Christian is planted by the Word and produces fruit. Today’s theme is 

summarized in the Prayer of the Day which thanks God for the implanting of the 

Word and asks for the Spirit’s help in producing fruits of faith.   
 
Welcome to Zion and may God bless your worship today. 

 

Service of the Word and Sacrament   
 
 
Opening Hymn                                           Open Now Thy Gates of Beauty   CW #255:1-3 
 
Open now thy gates of beauty; Zion, let me enter there, 

Where my soul in joyful duty waits for him who answers prayer. 

Oh, how blessed is this place, filled with solace, light, and grace! 
 
Gracious God, I come before thee; come thou also unto me. 

Where we find thee and adore thee, there a heav’n on earth must be. 

To my heart, oh, enter thou; let it be thy temple now! 
 
Here thy praise is gladly chanted; here thy seed is duly sown. 

Let my soul, where it is planted, bring forth precious sheaves alone, 

So that all I hear may be fruitful unto life in me. 

   
 
Invocation 
 
M: The grace of our Lord (+) Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of 

the Holy Spirit be with you. 

C:  And also with you. 
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Confession of Sins 
 
M: God invites us to come into his presence and worship him with humble and 

penitent hearts. Therefore, let us acknowledge our sinfulness and ask him to 

forgive us. 

C: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful, and that I have  

disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is evil 

and failed to do what is good. For this I deserve your punishment both now 

and in eternity. But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus 

Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner. 
 
M: God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son to 

be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and 

by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the 

Son (+) and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 

 
 
Lord, Have Mercy 
 
M: For all that we need in life and for the wisdom to use all your gifts with 

gratitude and joy, hear our prayer, O Lord. 

C:  ♫   Lord, have mercy. 
 
M: For the steadfast assurance that nothing can separate us from your love and for 

the courage to stand firm against the assaults of Satan and every evil, hear our 

prayer, O Christ. 

C: ♫   Christ, have mercy. 
 
M: For the well-being of your holy Church in all the world and for those who offer 

here their worship and praise, hear our prayer, O Lord. 

C: ♫   Lord, have mercy. 
 
M: Merciful God, maker and preserver of life, uphold us by your power and keep us 

in your tender care: 

C: ♫   Amen. 
 



M: The works of the Lord are great and glorious; his name is worthy of praise… 

 

O Lord, Our Lord 
 
C: ♫   O Lord, our Lord, how glorious is your name in all the earth. 

Almighty God, merciful Father, you crown our life with your love. 

You take away our sin; you comfort our spirit;  

     you make us pure and holy in your sight. 

You did not spare your only Son, but gave him up for us all. 

O Lord, our Lord, how glorious is your name in all the earth.  

O Son of God, eternal Word of the Father, you came to live with us;  

     you made your Father known;  

     you washed us from our sins in your own blood. 

You are the King of glory; you are the Lord! 

O Lord, our Lord, how glorious is your name in all the earth. 

 
 
Prayer of the Day 
 
M: Almighty God, we thank you for planting in us the seed of your Word. By your 

Holy Spirit help us to receive it with joy and to bring forth fruits in faith and 

hope and love; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns 

with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

C: ♫   Amen. 

 
 
Scripture Lesson                                     Isaiah 55:10-13        
 
10 As the rain and the snow 

    come down from heaven, 

and do not return to it 

    without watering the earth 

and making it bud and flourish, 

    so that it yields seed for the sower and bread for the eater, 
11 so is my word that goes out from my mouth: 

    It will not return to me empty, 

but will accomplish what I desire 



    and achieve the purpose for which I sent it. 
12 You will go out in joy 

    and be led forth in peace; 

the mountains and hills 

    will burst into song before you, 

and all the trees of the field 

    will clap their hands. 
13 Instead of the thornbush will grow the juniper, 

    and instead of briers the myrtle will grow. 

This will be for the Lord’s renown, 

    for an everlasting sign, 

    that will endure forever.”                

 
 
Verse of the Day         
 
M: Alleluia. Happy are they who hear the Word,  

C: hold it fast in an honest and good heart, and bring forth fruit with patience. 

Alleluia.  

 
 
Gospel                                Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23      
 
That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat by the lake. 2 Such large crowds 

gathered around him that he got into a boat and sat in it, while all the people stood 

on the shore. 3 Then he told them many things in parables, saying: “A farmer went out 

to sow his seed. 4 As he was scattering the seed, some fell along the path, and the 

birds came and ate it up. 5 Some fell on rocky places, where it did not have much soil. 

It sprang up quickly, because the soil was shallow. 6 But when the sun came up, the 

plants were scorched, and they withered because they had no root. 7 Other seed fell 

among thorns, which grew up and choked the plants. 8 Still other seed fell on good 

soil, where it produced a crop—a hundred, sixty or thirty times what was 

sown. 9 Whoever has ears, let them hear.” 

…18 “Listen then to what the parable of the sower means: 19 When anyone hears the 

message about the kingdom and does not understand it, the evil one comes and 

snatches away what was sown in their heart. This is the seed sown along the 

path. 20 The seed falling on rocky ground refers to someone who hears the word and 



at once receives it with joy. 21 But since they have no root, they last only a short time. 

When trouble or persecution comes because of the word, they quickly fall 

away. 22 The seed falling among the thorns refers to someone who hears the word, 

but the worries of this life and the deceitfulness of wealth choke the word, making it 

unfruitful. 23 But the seed falling on good soil refers to someone who hears the word 

and understands it. This is the one who produces a crop, yielding a hundred, sixty or 

thirty times what was sown.” 
 
After the Gospel, the congregation sings: 
 
C: ♫   Praise be to you, O Christ! 

 
 
Hymn of the Day               Almighty God, Your Word is Cast   CW #324 
 
Almighty God, your Word is cast like seed into the ground; 

Now let the dew of heav’n descend and righteous fruits abound. 
 
Let not the foe of Christ and man this holy seed remove, 

But give it root in ev’ry heart to bring forth fruits of love. 
 
Let not the world’s deceitful cares the rising plant destroy, 

But let it yield a hundredfold the fruits of peace and joy. 
 
Whene’er the precious seed is sown, life-giving grace bestow 

That all whose souls the truth receive its saving pow’r may know. 

                                 
 
Sermon                              Isaiah 55:10-13    

The Word DOES What It Says It Will Do 
 
The Nicene Creed 
 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all 

that is, seen and unseen.  
 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the 

Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not 

made, of one being with the Father. Through him all things were made. For us and 

for our salvation, he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and 

the virgin Mary, and became fully human. For our sake he was crucified under 



Pontius Pilate. He suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in 

accordance with the Scriptures. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right 

hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and 

his kingdom will have no end.  
 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the 

Father and the Son, who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and 

glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy Christian 

and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We 

look for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 
 
Offering                 the offering plates are situated near the exit door 

 
The members of Zion have joined together to do the Lord's work in this community and around the world. If 

you are a visitor, please don’t feel obligated to participate in this offering which supports our ministry. 
 
 

Prayer of the Church and the Lord’s Prayer              

 
 

The Sacrament 
 
M: The Lord be with you. 

C: ♫   And also with you. 
 
M: Lift up your hearts. 

C: ♫   We lift them up to the Lord. 
 
M: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C: ♫   It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
 
M: Praise to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In love he has blessed us 

with every spiritual blessing. He sends the Holy Spirit to testify that we are his 

children and to strengthen us when we are weak. Now have come the salvation 

and the power and the kingdom of our God and the authority of his Christ. To 

him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb be praise and thanks and honor 

and glory for ever and ever: 



C: ♫   Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts. The whole earth is full of your glory. 

You are my God, and I will exalt you. I will give you thanks, for you have 

become my salvation. Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts. The whole earth is 

full of your glory. 

 
 
Words of Institution 
 
M: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he 

had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; 

this is my body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 
 
Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, 

all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for 

the forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 
 
M: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C: ♫   Amen. 

 

O Christ, Lamb of God 
 
C: ♫   O Christ, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on 

us. O Christ, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on 

us. O Christ, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; grant us your 

peace. Amen. 
 
 

Distribution Hymn          Soul, Adorn Yourself with Gladness   CW #310 
 
Soul, adorn yourself with gladness; leave behind all gloom and sadness. 

Come into the daylight’s splendor; there with joy your praises render 

Unto him whose grace unbounded has this wondrous supper founded. 

Though he reigns above most holy, deigns to dwell with you most lowly. 
 
Hasten as a bride to meet him, and with loving rev’rence greet him, 

For with words of life immortal he is knocking at your portal. 

Open wide the gates before him, saying, as you there adore him: 

Grant, Lord, that I now receive you, that I nevermore will leave you. 
 



He who craves a precious treasure neither cost nor pain will measure, 

But the priceless gifts of heaven God to us has freely given. 

Though the wealth of earth were proffered, naught would buy the gifts here offered: 

Christ’s true body, for you riven, and his blood, for you once given. 
 
Now I kneel before you lowly, filled with joy most deep and holy, 

As with trembling awe and wonder on your mighty work I ponder, 

How by mystery surrounded, depths that no one ever sounded. 

None may dare to pierce unbidden secrets that with you are hidden. 
 
Human reason, though it ponders, cannot fathom these great wonders, 

That Christ’s body must be boundless since the souls it feeds are countless, 

And that he his blood is giving with the wine we are receiving. 

These great mysteries unsounded are by God alone expounded. 
 
Lord, by love and mercy driven, you have left your throne in heaven 

On the cross for me to languish and to die in bitter anguish, 

To forgo all joy and gladness and to shed your blood in sadness. 

By this blood redeemed and living, Lord, I praise you with thanksgiving. 
 
Jesus, Sun of life, my Splendor, Jesus, Friend of friends most tender, 

Jesus, Joy of my desiring, Fount of life, my soul inspiring— 

At your feet I cry, my Maker: let me be a fit partaker 

Of this blessed food from heaven for our good, your glory, given. 
 
Jesus, Lord of life, I pray you, let me gladly here obey you. 

By your love I am invited; be your love with love requited. 

By this supper let me measure, Lord, how vast and deep love’s treasure. 

Through the gift of grace you give me as your guest in heav’n receive me. 

  
 
Thanksgiving  
 
C: ♫   Thank the Lord and sing his praise. Tell ev’ryone what he has done. Let all 

who seek the Lord rejoice and proudly bear his name. He renews his promises 

and leads his people forth in joy with shouts of thanksgiving. Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 
M:  Hear the prayer of your people, O Lord, that the lips which have praised you 

here may glorify you in the world, that the eyes which have seen the coming of 



your Son may long for his coming again, and that all who have received in his 

true body and blood the pledge of your forgiveness may be restored to live a 

new and holy life, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: ♫   Amen. 

 
 
Benediction 
 
M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace.  

Live in harmony with one another.  

Serve the Lord with gladness. 
 
The Lord bless you and keep you.  

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.  

The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace. 

C: ♫   Amen. Amen. Amen. 

 
 
Closing Hymn                       Sent Forth by God’s Blessing   CW #318:1 
 
Sent forth by God’s blessing, our true faith confessing, 

The people of God from his dwelling take leave. 

The supper is ended; oh, be now extended 

The fruits of this service in all who believe. 

The seed of his teaching, receptive souls reaching, 

Shall blossom in action for God and for all. 

His grace did invite us; his love shall unite us 

To work for God’s kingdom and answer his call. 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 



This Week at Zion 
 

 Today:   7:30 / 9:00 a.m.  Worship with Holy Communion 

      10:15 a.m.    Semi-annual meeting 
 
 Thu:    7:00 p.m.      Worship  
 
 Sun:    7:30 / 9:00 a.m.  Worship  
        
Holy Communion   We believe that gathering together at God’s altar to receive Holy 

Communion is a testimony of the confession and commitment we share as members 

of the Lutheran Church. We ask guests who are not members of our denomination to 

speak with the pastor before joining us at the altar so that all may have a clear 

understanding of our faith and practice. Thank you. 
 
In Our Prayers   Herbie Justman, undergoing rehab at the Samaritan Home after 

experiencing a stroke; Eleanora Janz, whose daughter Ellen passed away this past 

week; Matthew Kluever who suffered a broken leg last week; Marilyn Filber, at Cedar 

Lake Campus; Roy Gruenewald; and Theresa Ehlers.  
 
Semi-Annual Meeting   Zion’s Sem-Annual meeting will take place immediately after 

the late service today (Sunday), starting around 10:15 a.m.  
 
Call Received   Pastor Bode has received a call to serve as pastor at First Evangelical 

Lutheran Church of Lake Geneva, WI. Please keep him and the family in your prayers.  
 
The altar flowers  are placed to God’s glory by Bea Pamperin.  
 
Flower Signup   There are a number of open spots still this summer if you’d like to 

sponsor one of the altar flower settings. Sign up on the flower chart in the entryway.  
 
We thank   Liz Dettmann and Bea Pamperin for serving as our organists on Thursday 

and Sunday, respectively.  
 
Financial Statements   If you haven’t checked your mailboxes recently, your semi-

annual contribution statement should be in there. If yours is not or if you have any 

questions concerning it, please contact our financial secretary, Gene Salzman, at 262-

323-1990.  
 
Please pick up the August church calendars and the new Forward in Christ magazines  



for August. You’ll find them on the table near the kitchen. August church newsletters 

will be out on August 2nd.  
 
Planning Your Future Seminar at KML   Join us for one or both! Planning Your Future 

SEMINAR: this Tuesday, July 28, 6:30 PM Join Paul Snamiska and Attorney David 

Streese as they share valuable information for people who want to create or update 

their will and other important documents. This event is free and will offer a safe 

environment and social distancing.  
 
Planning Your Future Workshop at KML   If you can’t make the seminar, there is a 

Planning Your Future workshop scheduled for Wednesday, August 5th at 6:30 p.m. 

This free, hands-on workshop is designed for those who are ready to create their will 

and other documents. Paul Snamiska, our KML Federation Estate Planning Counselor, 

will guide participants through the process in a simple and practical way. Seating is 

limited for this workshop so register early. REGISTER for one or both of these events 

at www.foundation.kmlhs.org/events OR contact Paul (262-250-9114; 

paul.snamiska@kmlhs.org).   
 
Full Time Aid Position at Good Shepherd   Good Shepherd Lutheran School in West 

Bend has one full time aide position available for the 2020-2021 school year. An aide 

is needed to assist lead teachers in both kindergarten and the grade 1 classrooms as 

well as helping out in other classrooms. For more information, please contact 

Principal Dan Schultz (734-772-8673; dschultz@gslswb.org). 
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